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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THIS {mall Pamphlet has already gone through 


. two editions, the former of which was not 


- Publiſhed, till after the death of the Author: 


who left this world, October 29, 1742. The 


time when the ſecond edition was printed is not 


expreſſed in the title; but I apprehend it muſt be 
at leaſt thirty years ago. However, it is now be- 
come ſo ſcarce, that though I have wiſhed to 
purchaſe one for more than four years, I have 
not been able to do it. Being lately in the 
country, I had an opportunity of borrowing it for 
a few weeks. Conſidering marriage as a matter 
of great importance, which though truly honour- 
able, ſhould be engaged in with deliberation, and 
earneſt prayer to Gop for his bleſſing ; and being 
perſuaded that this book contains many uſetul 
A2 hints 
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hints upon that ſubjeft, I determined to publiſh a 
new edition of it. Which I moſt ſincerely and 
affectionately recommend to the peruſal of ſerious 


young perſons in general ; and thoſe in particular 
with whom I have the happineſs to be connected. 


Praying that the LokD may make it really 
uſeful, I remain, READER, your ſoul's well- 


wilher, 


JAMES UPTON. 


THE 


ESE PORTED MN 


HERE. is a natural Inclination in moſt 
young Men to ſeek out for an Helpmate 
in this Life: Such a Help was needful in Para- 
diſe, and much more ſo now. Then it is no 
Way ſtrange that I found in myſelf the ſame Pro- 
penſity. But 1 was of a wavering Diſpoſition ; 

One while I would covet Riches, another Time 

fond of Beauty; now Parentage, by and by for 
Parts, However, after many Journeys, and 
much precious Time ſpent to little Purpoſe, ob. 
ſerving that my Labour had been in vain, and 
myſelf a Loſer, I conſidered what might be the 
| Reaſon of ſo many Diſappointments ; and hav- 

ing Recourſe to Scripture, the Chriſtian's infal- 
üble Touch-ſtone, whereby he ought to try all 
Things, I ſoon. found that my former Steps were 
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not right: Thereupon I reſolved to ſearch the 


Word of Gop, and for the future to take it as 


my only Rule, endeavouring to follow the Ex- 
ample of the Children of Gop therein recorded. 
Moreover, I writ down the following Directions 
for my own Benefit, as well as for the Uſe of 
other Fellow. Chriſtians of my Acquaintance, re- 
ſpecting their Conduct in this momentous Affair. 


57 Ja order to proceed regularly, I humbly con- 


ceive, that a Chriſtian ought, 


1. To conſider his own Circumſtances for he 
hath ſeveral Things to mind at Home, before he 


goes Abroad; to look into concerning himſelf, 
before he concerns himſelf with chuſing another; 
he hath many Things to think of, with reference 
to his own Perſon and Station, before he minds 
the Perſon and Station of another. Therefore he 
ſhould well conſider, whether he hath a clear and 
manifeſt Call to alter his Condition in Life, He 
| ſhould propoſe to himſelf this Queſtion : Am I 
like to be a meet, ſuitable, and comfortable 
« Help to the Perſon that I would chuſe to be my 
© Companion for Life?” Gop inſtituted Matri- 


moñy for the mutual Help and Comfort bothof the 
Man and the Woman; and not that they might be 
a mutual Grief to each other. The Qualifications 
and Conduct of the Huſband ſhould have a Ten- 
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_ dency to attract the Deſires of his Wife unto him. 
If he is like to be a continual Affliftion and Sor. 


row to her, how can her Affection be towards 
him? He ought further to Query thus: Am I 


like to be more free from Temptations, and to 


« ſerve and glorify Gop better in a married 


State?“ 


2. He ought to eye Marriage as an Ordinance 


of great Weight and Importance. A Man's tem- 
poral Felicity and Comfort, with regard to Soul 


and Body, depend much upon it; for it tends ei- 


ther to the making or marring of him, while he 


and his Partner live together. This Ordinance 
was inſtituted by Gop himſelf, even in the inno- 


cent State, which does greatly augment its Dig- 


nity, 


3. He ſhould well weigh the End and Deſign 
of Marriage, in the various Branches thereof, 
Man, though originally a ſocial Being, was alone, 


and his wiſe and benevolent Creator provided, 


not only a meet Help for him, but in a meet and 
becoming Way, which was by a Marriage Rela- 
tion. This Relation ſeems to be the very Foun- 
dation and Bond of human Society. And as al- 
ready hinted, Man and Wife are appointed and 
adapted to be mutual Helps, and comfortable Sup- 
ports to each other: If it was fo in the perfect 
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and innocent State, then ſuch Helps and Supports 


are very needful now, when the World is ſo full 


of Trouble and Sorrow. An agreeable and ſuit- 
able Companion, in this near and lawful, dear 

and intimate Connection, will, under the divine 
Bleſſing, much eaſe our Yoke, and alleviate our 
Burden, both reſpecting the intricate Affairs of 
this Life, and the inexpreſſibly more weighty 
Concerns of Eternity. Therefore, in order to 
obtain this very defirable End, a Perſon ſhould 


ſolemnly ponder his Steps before-hand, and en- 
deavour to proceed in the Fear of Gop. More- 


over, we may fafely conclude, that Marriage is 


appointed to promote Chaſtity and Purity in Heart 
and Life, as well as to continue the Humen Race 
and accompliſh the glorious Deſigns of God, in 
- an undefiled, holy, and honourable Way. Where 
the LoRD is pleaſed to give Children, Father and 


Mother are carefully to train them up in the Way 


they ſhould go. Finally, we ought by no Means 
to forget, that Marriage is a lively and ftriking 
Repreſentation of that great, glorious, and myſ- 


tical Union, ſubſiſting betwixt JESUS CHRIST 
and his own Church or People; as the Apoſtle 


obſerves, with remarkable Emphaſis, in Eph. v. 


from Verſe 2g to the End. Now if a Perſon does 


not eye the Glory of Gop, and his own Com- 
fort he is like to miſs the important Ends and 
weighty Deſigns of Marriage, which, in itſelf,. 


er 
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ever was, and always will be, konourable in all, 
and the Bed undefiled* 


7015 I Man ſhould conſider whether he hath 

conſcientiouſly obſerved and obeyed other Ordt- 
nances and Inſtitutions of Gop, incumbent upon 
him, and requiſite for him to obſerve as a Chriſ- 
tian ; before he betakes himſelf to the great Con- 
cern of Matrimony. A Child of Gop ſhould 
proceed orderly in all his Tranſactions; for a 
good Man will guide his Affairs with Diſcretion}. 
| Every Thing is beautiful in its Seaſon. A Chrif- 
tian may create himſelf Abundance of Grief and 
Diſcontent by doing unſeaſonably that which 
otherwiſe may be, not only a very juſt and lawful 
Deed in itſelf, but his incumbent Duty at a pro- 
per Time. So it may be a Chriſtian's Duty to 
marry, yet he ought to conſider whether it be his 
preſent Duty, or at leaſt the greateſt at this Time; 
for the leaſt ſhould give Place to the greateſt. 
The following Queſtions ſhould be propoſed, viz. 
« HaveI given up myſelf wholly and unreſerved- 
« ly to Gob, as my Lord and Maſter, to obey 
« him in all his Laws and Inſtitutions; before I 
go to give up myſelf to a Wife, to obey the 
Laws of Matrimony ? Have I taken upon my. 
*« {elf the Yoke of CHRIST, before I go about to 
A take that of Wedlock ? Have I ſome Evidence, 
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1 or at teaft a well-grounded Hope that I am mar. 
* ried to JESUS CHRIST, before I go to be mar- 
« ried to a Woman? Am I one of Goy's Houſ.. 
e hold, in a viſible, as well as invifible Manner, 
* before I pretend to be myſelf an Houſholder ? 
Have I ſet myſelf in earneſt, to build and ere 


* the Houſe of God, and to promote the Intereſt 


of CuRIsT, before I go to build my own 
% Houſe, to increaſe my own Family, and to pro- 


* mote my own private Intereſt ?*” What! Shall 
a Chriſtian ſet himſelf to build his own Houſe, 
whilſt the Lord's Houſe lie waſte pt It can never 
be ſaid of a Follower of CHRIST, that he pro- 


ceeds regularly to the matrimonial State, if his 
Care be to ſettle himſelf in the World, before he 
doth ſettle himſelf in the Church of Gop. 


Another Step that a Chriſtian ſhould take, in 
Order to proceed with due Precaution toward the 
conjugal State is this; before he goes to ſeek a 
Wife, he ſhould weigh the Matter well in his 
own Breaſt, praying for divine Direction, that 

18 Th „ be 
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„ Our Author did not look upon the Marriages of the Un- 


godly and Profane as any Way illegal: for that Relation is 


undoubtedly honourable, even in them: But his Diſcourſe is 

directed more immediately to thoſe who profeſs Love to ]Jzsvs 
Cunisr, a Regard wor the Glory of God, and a Concern for 
their own eternal Salvation. 
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he may be able, in ſome Meaſure, to have his 


Sentiments fixed and ſettled concerning the Qua- 


lifications requiſite in the Object of his Choice; 


elſe he is like to be blindfold, and ſo embrace the 
firſt that comes to Hand, or at leaſt chuſe a Per. 
ſon very improper for him; and thus to meet 
with many Diſappointments in his Way. Too 
many Chriſtians, as well as myſelf, know, by 
woeful Experience, the Diſadvantage of not de- 
liberating before band about the Perſon to be 
choſen, particularly whether ſhe ought to be.a 
pious Woman or no; this hath been the Occaſion 
of much Gaef to many: Yea, ſuch blind Pro- 


Ez ceedings, I think, have been the Cauſe of moſt, 
if not all the unequal Matches, which we ſee 


Abroad in the World, even among thoſe who 
profeſs Religion. Is it not juſt with God to ſuf. 
fer that Man to meet with Croſſes and Diſappoint- 
ments, who goes about ſo important a Buſineſs as 
Marriage is, without imploring his Direction by 
Prayer, and conſulting his Word, by reading it 
carefully, and meditating thereon? 


Marriage is, perhaps, the moſt momentous Af- 
fair among all our ſecular ones; therefore a pru. 
dent Man ſhould act as a wiſe Maſter-Builder 
doth, that is, fit down and count the Coſt before 
he ventures upon a Concern of ſo much Weight. 


Now 
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Now let us conſider the Qualifications requiſi te 
to be found in a Perſon that is like to be a proper 
Helpmate. It is vulgarly ſaid, that an accom- 


pliſhed one hath the five P's, J viz. Portion, Per- 
fon, 2 arenlage, Parts, and Piety. Though Piety 


is placed in the Rear, yet I think it will not be 


difficult to prove, that it will over-balance the 


other four put together; which I ſhall attempt in 
the Compariſons following. 


Firſt, Portion, or Riches. From Portion we 


may expect rich Apparel, and a ſplendid Table; 


as it appears from the Parable of the rich Man, 
who was clothed in Purple and fine Linen, faring 


ſumptuouſly every Day.* And our Lox faith, 


They which are gorgeouſly apparelled, and live de- 


licately, are in Kings Courts t Now we ſhall 


conlider what will anſwer and over-balance this 


in Peety, ſuppoſing Riches to he wanting. 


The Scripture faith, Better is a Dinner of 


Herbs where Love is, than a ftalled Ox and Ha- 


tred therewith.} Better is a dry Morſel, and 
Quietneſs therewith, than a Houſe full of Sacri- 
fices with Strife. A little that a righteous Man 
hath, is better than the Riches of many Wicked. 
Having Food and Raiment, let us be therewith 


— 


Con 


1 Note, The five following Words begin with P. 
® Luke xvi, 19. + Chap. vii. 25. Þ Prov. xv. 17, 
Prov. xvii. 2. | Pfal, xxxvii, 16. 
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content. The Godly ſought for Sufficiency, 
but not Superfluity. Thus did Jacob; IT wy Gid 
Agur. 4 


0%). But Dainties and Varieties, with coſlly 


Apparel, are good in themſelves, and Mercies 


not to be refuſed: What is in Grace to parallel 
theſe? 


Sol. We ſhall be no further from theſe Things 


by proceeding in Gop's Way. But if Gon 
| ſhould not ſee it meet to beſtow theſe Enjoyments 
upon his People ; yet they have that which will 
equal, yea, far exceed them ; for they have Meat 


to eat which the World is a Stranger to; they 
have ſweeter Dainties, and richer Varieties to 


feed upon, than any Prince in the Univerſe can 
have from the Riches of this World; they feed 


upon the Word of Gop, and therein find ſuch a 
wonderful Variety of exceeding ſweet and preci- 
ous Promiſes, that they far ſurpaſs ſo many choice 


Diſhes of the richeſt Proviſion here. Saith Da- 


vid, How ſweet are thy Words unto my Taſte! 
Yea, ſweeter than Honey to my Mouth.“ How 
remarkably doth 7ob expreſs himſelf upon this 
Head! I have efleemed the Words of has Mouth 
more than my neceſſary Food.] Food is neceſſary, 

B but 


1 Tim, vi. 8, + Gen. xxviii. 20. f Prov, xxx. 7, 8, 


5 Pfal, cxix, 10g, | Job xxl, 12, 
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but Dainties are not; yet, we ſee, he eſteemed 
the Word of Gob, even more than his neceſſary 


Food. Oh, then, how ſweet mult it needs be! 


Moreover, with regard to rich Apparel and 
elegant Dreſs; no one in this World can excel 
the Saints. They are arrayed in fine Linen, 
clean and white.* The Church, and conſequently 


every individual Member thereof, is all glorious 


within ; her clothing is of wrought Gold. f Sure- 


ly then all worldy Delicacies and Gaieties are 


| weighed down to the Ground by thoſe durable 
Riches, and that Robe of Righteouſneſs which 
the Saints enjoy even here. 

Again, from Portion or Riches, we are prone 
to promiſe ourſelves much Eaſe and ſelf. gratifying 
Pleaſure. This is very plain from the rich Glut- 
ton, who ſaid, Soul, thou haſt much Goods laid 
wp for many Years ; take thine Eaſe, eat, drink, 
and be merry. : This was the Caſe with Sodom, 
Fulneſs of Bread, and Abundance of Idleneſs was 
in her. 4 Though this be pleaſant to Fleſh and 
Blood, yet generally it is hurtful : Herein Sols- 


mon's Words are verified, There is a ſore Evil 
which I have ſeen under the Sun; namely, Riches 


kept for the Owners thereof to their Hurt. 
WV 


® Rev, xix. 8. + Pfal, xlv. 13. } Luke xii, 9. 
3 Ezek. xvi, 49. J Eccl. v. 13. 
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We may flatter ourſelves, that if our Riches 
abound, our Eaſe will abound in Proportion, but 
in Fact it is quite the reverſe, for the Abundance 
of the Rich will not ſuffer him to ſleep ; neither 
ſhall he that loveth Silver be ſatisfied with Silver ; 


nor he that loveth Abundance with Increaſe : 


When Goods increaſe, oy are increaſed that 
eat them.“ 


But to make the utmoſt of it, ſuppoſe the Rich 
ſhould be wholly at Eaſe, and an entire Stranger 
to the common Straights of Life; hath Pzety any 
Thing to anſwer this Conveniency? Let the 
Scripture ſpeak: The Ways of Wiſdom, or 
Piety, are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths 
are Peace.F The Sleep of the labouring Man is 
fweet, whether he eat little or much; when it is 
not ſo with the Rich. The godly Man may ſay, 
with David, I will both lay me down in Peace 


and ſleep; for thou LORD only makeſt me dwell 


in Safety.} The Way of Piety is very ſafe, but 
the Way of Riches ſlippery and dangerous. 
Idleneſs is the Saint's Burden, and not his Plea- 
ſure. He had rather be up and doing, than lie 
dormant. His Delight is in the Law of the 
LoRD, and his Commandments are not grievous 

B 2 | 00 


* Eccl. v. 10, 11, 12, Prov. iii. 17. f Pal. iv. 8. 
| Plal, Nui. 18. | 
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to him. Oh ſweet Piety ! it hath the Preference 
here likewiſe, 


Furthermore, a rich Portion may promote one 
to a high Poſt and Dignity. This, at firſt View, 
is very taking to Fleſh and Blood; yet there is 
no ſolid and real Satisfaction to be found in the 
higheſt worldly Honour and Dignity; for we 
have the repeated Teſtimony of the wiſe Man, 
that: they are but Vanity and Vexatton of Spirit. 
But, ſuppoſing high Preferments might yield ſome 
real Pleaſure and Satisfaction for a Time; yet 
Piety hath enough and more than enough to coun- 
ter-balance and out- -weigh the whole. All thoſe 
that are poſſeſſed of true Piety, are Fellow Citi- 
zens with the Saints, and of the Houſhold of 
God.“ They are made by JEsUs CHRIST 
Kings and Prieſts ;F yea, they are at preſent a 
royal Prieſthood, and ſhall hereafter be preferred 
to that wonderful Dignity of being Judges of 
Men and Angels.) Then we ſee that Piety ſtill 
hath the Pre-eminence. 


Finally, Thoſe whoſe Riches abound have ge- 
nerally their Pages to attend, and Servants to 
wait; they live in Pomp and Splendor. Yet 
even in this Piety is not a Whit behind-hand, but 

has 


* Eph, ii. 19. + Rev. i. 6. } 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
& 1 Cor, vi, 2, 3. 


Piety the beſt Portion. . "BP 


has the Preference ſtill ; for the eleft Angels are 
the Attendants and Servants of all thoſe who em. 
brace and admire Piety. It is well known that one 
Angel was ſo powerful, that he ſlew in one Night 
in the Aſſyrian Camp, an Hundred and Four- 
ſcore and Five Thouſand Men; brave and pow- 


etrful Attendants indeed! Such an Exploit was 


never performed by any of the Servants of the 
greateſt Emperor that ever bore an earthly Sway, 
yet ſuch Honour have all his Saints; for the An. 
gel of the LoRD encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them.* Are not all 
the Angels miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to mini- 
ſter for them who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation ?+ 
With regard to the Splendor and Equipage of the 
Saints, Cop himſelf doth bear them on Eagles 
Wings, + and doth charge his Angels to keep them 
in all their Ways, leſt they ſhould daſh their 
Foot againſt a Stone; ſo they ſhall run and not 

be weary ; they ſhall walk and not faint. 


Secondly, the next P, is Perſon. A comely 
Perſon is defirable, and very attrattive to engage 
the Affections. The Scripture doth often take 
Notice of the Patriarch's Wives, for their Beauty. 
Abraham's Wile was a fair Woman to look upon; 
yea very fair, and therefore ſhe was commended 


--D q before 


®. Pſal, xxxiv. 7, + Heb, i. 14. + Exod, xix. 4. 
J Pal. xci. 22, 32, {| Ifa, xl. 31. 
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before. cen go * Iſaac's Wife alſo was fair to 


therefore he loved her. Rachael, 
Jacob's Wife, was beautiful and well- favoured, 
ſo he loved her better than Leah, who was ten- 


der- eyed. Abigail, whom David took to Wife, 
was of a beautiful Countenance: ) And FEzethel's 
Wife is called the Deſire of his Eyes. But not- 


withſtanding all this, the Chriſtian ſhould not 
aim chiefly at Beauty, nor any Thing in the 
Body; for that is not eſſential to a good Wife; 


| becauſe it may be ſoon gone, and vaniſh away; 
therefore the good Man ſhould aim at ſomething = 
more valuable and permanent, Let us hear what 


Solomon ſaith in this Matter. Favour is deceitful, 


and Beauty is vain; but a Woman that feareth 
the LoRD, ſhe ſhall be praiſed. 1 How vain and 


frivolous is Beauty without Virtue! As a Jewel 
of Gold (ſaith the Holy Spirit) in a Swine's 


Snout, ſo is a fair Woman without Diſcretion. 
A Swine will be but a Swine all, though all over 


gilt with Gold. 


Natural Beauty, as already obſerved, is agree- 


able enongh ; but if a gracious Perſon ſhould be 
deficient therein, yet ſhe hath that which is far 


preferable ; for, being a vital Member of the 
Church of CHRIST, ſhe is all fair, there is no 


Spot 


Cen. xii. 11, 14, 15. + Chap. xxvi. 7. f Chap. xxix. 17, 


J Sam. xxv. 3. || Ezek. xxiv. 16. 1 Prov. xxxi. 30. 
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Spot in her.“ She is renewed after the Image of 


CHRIST, who is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt 
among Ten Thouſand, yea, altogether lovely. 
Where can ſuch excellent Beauty be found? 

This Beauty is perfect, not vain and deceitful like 
that which is natural. This will be always freſh 
and vigorous. As long as CHRIST bath Beauty, 


every Believer hath it, and that will be for ever. 


Oh then! let us proclaim that Piety is the moſt 


exquiſite and durable Beauty. 


: Thirdly, Parentage comes next to be com- 


| pared. To be of noble and honourable Birth and 


Deſcent is deſireable indeed, David ſaid, Who 


am I? and what is my Life, or my Father's Fa- 


mily in Iſrael? that I ſhould be Son-in-law to the 


King. We find that it pleaſed David well to be 


the King's Son-in-Law. P Bleſſed art thou, O 


Land when thy King is the Son of Nobles. Vet 
real Happineſs doth not conſiſt even in this, 


High Birth is not ſo ſweet a Cup as to be free 
from all Bitterneſs ; nay, the Bitterneſs doth often 
exceed the Sweetneſs thereof. I ſhall have Oc- 
caſion in the Sequel to exemplify this ſufficiently 
in David and Solomon, and to obſerve that TIP 
15 of the moſt noble Deſcent, 


Fourthly, 


# Cant, iv, 7. + Col. iii. 10, f 1 Sam, xviii. 28, 26. 
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Fourthly, the fourth P, is Parts. This is un- 
doubtedly a very commendable Quality in a Wife. 
A graceful. Behaviour, an elegant Deportment, 


and, in ſhort, good natural Parts, poliſhed and re- 


fined by proper Education, are exceedi ngly agree- 
able in a Partner. But a pious Woman hath theſe, 
in a very eminent Manner; though perhaps not 


exactly after the Mode and Faſhion of the World, 


yet 1n a far preferable Way and Manner. As for 
the Behaviour of the Pious, it is with Simplicity, 


and godly Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, 


but by the Grace of Gop, they have their Con- 


verſation in the World.* As for their Eloquence, 
they ſpeak the Truth from their Heart; and in 
Love. With regard to their Education, they 


are the moſt Learned in the World ; for they 
have been taught by the beſt of Maſters, even by 
Gop himſelf;\ and who teacheth like him 7 
Gop, by his Spirit, doth teach them the Truth 


as it is in JesUs.T They have been taught 
to ſpeak to Gon, and for him. They have 


been taught to pray unto GoD upon all Occa- 
ſions; to give Glory to him, and ſet forth his 
Praiſes ;. yea to declare what the LoRD hath done 


for their Souls; which is more than any unrege. 


nerate Perſon in the World can do. If they can 
addreſs. the Moſt High, and praiſe him ; why may 


they 


22 Cor. i. 12, + Pal, xv. 2. J Eph. iv. 15. { Ifa. liv, 133 


John vi, 45, || Job xxxvi. 22, 1 Eph, iv, 21, 


%, 


1 


* 
5 
"> 
C.. 
<8 
«59 1 " x 
7 
. 
4 
4 
3 
v5 " 
7 o 
5 1 
WE 
* 
a 
ah 
vo 
> 
: >» 
1 
HY 
x 
1 
2 
WS 
. 
: Fg 
Be 


Piety the belt Portion. 21 


they not, as far as it is meet, addreſs their Fel. 
low-Mortals? In 2 Sam. vi. 20. we have Michael's 


Addreſs to King David; ſhe was a King's Daugh- 


ter, but no great Friend of Piety. Alſo in 1 Sam. 
xxv. 24, Sc. we find an Addreſs made by a Per- 
ſon of an inferior Rank in the World, even Abi- 


1 gail; but ſhe was a prudent and pious Woman; 


it is eaſy to conclude which of the two Addreſſes 
was the moſt ſolid and agreeable. If we read the 
Hiſtory of Ruth, and conſider alſo the 31ſt Chap- 
ter of Proverbs with Care, we ſhall find that the 
virtuous Woman openeth her Mouth with Wiſe 
dom, and that in her Tongue is the Law of 
Kindneſs. Theſe are excellent Parts; why then 
ſhould we deſpiſe the pious and virtuous, becauſe 
they do not know how, or perhaps do not chuſe, 
to walk in a vain ſhew?* | 


Having thus conſidered the four P's in the 
moſt advantageous Light, I think it appears very 
plain, that the fifth doth excel all the reſt, and 1s 


| the moſt valuable Qualification in a Wife, though 


the others were but ſcanty ; for this alone hath 
each of thoſe pertaining to it in a ſpiritual Senſe, 


as above noted; ſo that it is the beſt Part, and 


the one Thing abſolutely neceſſary. In ſhort, 
though it be deſpicably placed in the Rear, as we 


are too prone to diſdain ſpiritual Things, which are 


certainly 


* Plal. xxxix. 6, 


— — — 
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certainly the moſt valuable; yet our bleſſed Lox» 
hath commanded us to ſeek firff the Kingdom of 
Gop, promiſing that all other Things ſhould be 
added unto _ 


Oh, how blameable moſt Men are in this! 
They ſet Piety laſt, and ſometimes afford it no 
Room at all; when in Truth, it is the moſt eſti- 
mable Gem under Heaven, even of more Worth 
than all the World, and the whole that it contains. 
It is true, Piety oftentimes hath not much in 
Hand. What then? It hath rich Treaſures in 
Store, and in very ſufficient Hands, who can ne- 
ver be numbered among Bankrupts; no, there is 
enough at command always, upon the leaſt No- 
tice, to ſupply every real Neceſſity wherever 
Grace requires it. As a Proof hereof, we may 
produce a few of the very numerous Securities, 
each of which is more ſure by far than the Bank 
of 2 AT 


Our firſt ſhall be x Tim. iv. 8. Codlineſs if - 
profitable unto all Things, having promiſe of the 
Life that now is, and of that which is to come. A 
large Bill indeed! It contains more than all the 
Arithmeticians in the World can ever caſt up. 
Little do we think that Piety is ſuch a Fortune as 
indeed ſhe is. But further, let us conſider, P/al. 
KXX1V. 10. The young Lions do lack, and ſuffer 

Hunger ; 


Piety the beft Portion. . 23 


Hunger; but they that ſeek the Lord, ſhall nat 
want any good Thing! O amazing! what, not 
any good Thing ! Need we any more? Is not 
here as much as Heart can wiſh ? Is not the Se. 
curity ſufficient? But for further Satisfaction, 

this, and many more, are ratified in 2 Cor. i. 20. 
For all the Promiſes of God in him are yea, and 
in him amen. Here God doth, as it were, put 
: a new Seal to the Bond. Wonderful Conde- 
ſcenſion indeed! This is a laſting and compre- 
henſive Bond. What we have of this World, 
we may quickly loſe; but this is an inexhauſtible 
Fountain; it can never be drawn dry; nay, its 
Fulneſs can never be diminiſhed. Oh then! let 
Piety for the future, be placed in the Front, by 
all that have any Regard for her. The Scripture 
is the. Believer's Charter; there you find his Pri- 
vileges; the Promiſes made to the Chriſtian, in 


that Book, are very numerous; you may ſee a 
few more in the Margin.® 


To conclude this Head, the Children of Gop 
have the ſureſt and moſt direct Title, even to the 
Things of Time, as they are Joint-Heirs with 
CuRIsT who poſſeſſeth all Things. Though the 
Ungodly may have a legal Right to their earthly 
Poſſeſſions, yet even their plowing is ſaid to be 
Sin. f Of che Saints it is ſaid, that the World, 

Life, 


® Prov. iii. 23, &c. Chap. xxii. 4. Pſal. xxxiii, 18, 19. and 
xxxvVii. 19. + Prov. xxi. 4 
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* 


I ife, Death, Things preſent, and Things to 
come, nay, that all is theirs.“ Then, I hope, 
every thoughtful Perſon will be ready to join me, 
and allow, yea, even aſſert Piety to be the beſt 
Portion, and the moſt e and comprehen- 
ive Qualification, 5 : 


As the conjugal Sele is fo important, and yet 


ſo ſeldom duly conſidered in Time, I will proceed 
a few Steps further, for my own Advantage ; and 
ik it might be of any real Service to my Friends, 
1 ſhould + 15a I would obſerve, 


moe irſt, Some Reaſons why a true Chriſtian 
ke: 5d not to marry an ungodly Perſon. 


Secondly, The evil Conſequence and Diſad- 
N thence G 8 - 


Firſt the Reaſons why a true Chriſtian ought 
- not to marry an ungodly Perſon, are theſe, 


1. There is a a Diſagreeableneſs and Comrariety 
In their Diſpoſition. It was the Diſagreeableneſs 
in Nature, that rendered all the Creatures unmeet 
for Adam. He wanted a Helpmate, for it was not 
good for him to be alone, though by a beneficent 
Conſtitution, he was appointed God's Vice- 
gerent 


1 Cor, iii. 21, 22, 23. 
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gerent here below, and had dominion over the 


whole World; yet in all the Creation, though ſo 


extenſive, there was not found one Creature that 
could be ſo nearly related, and ſo cloſely united 
to him, as was requiſite. All the Creatures upon 
Earth were brought to Adam; he viewed them, 


and gave them Names; but ſtill he was alone; 


for he was of a higher and nobler Rank than they 
all. Therefore it was neceſſary for him to have 
one of his own Species, Rank, and Diſpoſition, 


to hold Communion and nee ſhip with 1 
ſelf. 


Now with Regard to a pious Man in 1 this 


World, it is not beſt always for him to be alone. 


Wo to him that is albne, Caith Solomon ; chere. 
fore be wants a e 


Queſtion. Why may not a godly Man take any 
Woman for an Helpmate, as Adam did Eve ? 


Af. It is by Reaſon of. the Diſagreeableneſs, 
as above obſerved. Some think that an ungodly 
Perſon is almoſt as unfit to be a Helpmate for one 
that is godly, as one of the irrational Creatures 
would have been for 1/am. This at firſt may 
appear barſh, but when it is weighed with Cool- 
neſs and Sobriety, it may not appear ſo uncouth; 


Cͤ dh 


Gen, i. 26, + Chap. ii. 18. to Ver. 24. 
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for e is an implacable Enmity between them.“ 

An unjuſt Man 1s an Abomination to the Juſt ; 
and he that is upright in the Way, is Abomina- 
tion to the Wicked.F He that is born after the 
Fleſh, will perſecute him that is born after the 
Spirit. The Friendſhip of the World is Enmity 
with Gop; and the World hateth the People of 
Gop.s Except there be an Union of Mind or 


Soul, there cannot be true Love. Real Affec- 


tion is beautifully exemplified in David and Jona- 
than The Soul of Jonathan was knit with the 


Soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his 


own Soul.] There cannot be a nearer Union 
here below, than that which ought to ſubſiſt be- 
tween Man and Wife. As they are one Fleſh, 
they ſhould be one Spirit, and of one Mind; for 
if they love each other on the Account of Riches, 
Beauty, &c. theſe may be ſoon loſt, and then 
their Love will cool. Take away the Cauſe, the 


Effect muſt ceaſe. Conjugal Love ſhould be upon 


a better Foundation; but it can never be right 


betwixt a gracious and graceleſs Soul; for what 
Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with Dae 


neſs? What Communion hath Light with Dark- 


neſs? What Concord hath CurtsT with Be- 
lial ? What part hath he that believeth with an 


Infidel. 1 
2. Gop 


Gen. iii, 15, + Prov. xxix, 279, þ Gal. iv. 29, 
5 Jam. iv. 4. John xv. 19. 1 Sam. xviii. 1. 1 2 Cor, vi. 
14 15. : 


Piety the beſt Portion. * 
2. God hath ſeparated or ſet apart the Godly, 


4 as a People diſtin from the World“. What 


GoD hath divided, let no man attempt to join. 
That the Church, or the Godly, and the World, 
or the Ungodly are ſeparate Parties we have inti- 
mated to us as early as Gen. vi. 2, Gc. where the 
Breach of God's Order, relating to theſe diſtinct 


Bodies, is likewiſe mentioned. After the Flood, 
the Church was continued chiefly in the Poſterity 
of Sem, till Abraham's Time; then his Seed 
Was fix'd upon, choſen and ſeparated from all 
- Other Nations, by God himſelf, to be his pecu- 
| liar People, till the Coming of CHRIST. Ever 
| ſince the Aſcenſion of our Lord IE SUS CHRIST, 
all thoſe who are called by the Grace of Gop, 
are his Church, be they Jews or Gentiles. His 
Church is a Body of People, choſen and col- 
ledted out of the World, of which CHRIST is 


the Head; of whom it is thus ſaid, 1f ye were of 


the World, the World would love his own ; but be. 


cauſe ye are not of the World, but I have choſen you 
out of the World ; therefore the World hateth you , 
and again, I have manfeſied thy Name unto the 


| Men whach thou gaveſt me out of the World, —the 
World hath hated them, becauſe they are not of the 


Iiforld 1. And becauſe they are not of the 


World, the HoLy SP1R1T commands them not 


G2 15 to 


Pal. iv, g. Þ John xv. 29. } Chap. xvii, 6, 14, 15, 16. 


28 Piety lie beſt Portion: 


to conform to this World. One grand Deſign, 
the Sow of Gop had in View when he appeared 
in the Fleſh, was to redeem, from the reſt, a 
peculiar People to himſelf, diflin&t from the 
World *. Therefore we find the Bleſſed Spirit, 
expreſly and ſtrictly, commanding the People of 
Gor to ſeparate themſelves from the World; 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be 
ye ſeparate ſaith the LoxD t. Now if Gop 
hath choſen his People, and ſet them apart from 
the World; if Cnr1sT came to purchaſe to 
himſelf a Church to ſerve him in a ſeparate State 
from the World; and if the HoLy GHOST bids 
them to come out from among the Wicked, to 
ſerve and acknowledge God, as a People dif. 
tin ſrom the Ungodly ; then it naturally fol. 
lows, that it is very ſinful in any Member of the 
Church, to join himſelf to, or intermix with the 
World, or any Branch thereof, in Marriage; for 
this is the neareſt Conjunction that can be betwixt 
them. Oh then, that the Children of Gob would 
| keep together, and not wilfully mix themſelves 


with the World ! In this Thing, touch not, taſte 
not, handle not. 


g. on bath expreſly forbidden ſuch Matches. 
Take heed to thyſelf, leaſt thou make a Cove- 


nant 


Tit ii. 14. 1 Pet. ii. 9g. 1 Cor, vi. 11. 
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nant with the Inhabitants of the Land whither 
thou goeſt, leſt it be a Snare unto thee, when 
thou take of their Daughters unto thy Sons “. 
Neither ſhalt thou make Marriages with them, 
thy Daughter ſhalt thou not give unto his Son, 
nor his Daughter ſhalt thou take unto thy Son +, 
In the New Teſtament, the Hory Grosr, in 


plain Terms, prohibits his People to be une- 

| 1 qually yoked together with Unbelievers ꝓ; and 
be limits their Marriage to be only in the Lord &. 
Then fince the Lord hath ſo plainly forbidden his 
People to mingle themſelves with the World by 
Marriage, how durſt any one of them tranſgreſs 
the Command that is ſo explicit? Let not their 
Heart be divided between the Church and the 
World in this Reſpect, leſt they be found faulty ||. 


4. The People of God in all Ages (eſpecially 


the moſt eminent ſor Piety) have taken great Care 
to prevent and reform fuch mixed Matches. With 
| Regard to the firſt, we have an Inſtance in Abra- 
nam, the Father of the Faithful. His Care and 
\ Concern to prevent the miſmatching of his Son, 
was remarkable and exemplary. He took an 
_ Oath of his chief Servant, the Ruler of his 
Houſe, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not take a Wife 
unto my Son of the Daughters of the Canaanites, 


C 3 amongſt 


© Exod, xxxiv. 12, 16. + Deut. vii. 3. f 2 Cor, vi. 14. 
J þ Cor, Vit, 39, l Hol. X. 2. 
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amongſt whom I dwell; but thou ſhalt go unto 


my Country, and to my Kindred, and take a 
Wife unto my Son J/aac *. Here's a Precedent 
given by the Friend of God. Again, ſee what 
Care T/aac and Rebekak took of their Son Jacob. 
And Rebekah ſaid to T/aac, I am weary of my 
Life, becauſe of the Daughters of Heth ; if Ja- 


cob take a Wife of the Daughters of Heth, ſuch 


as theſe, which are of the Daughters of the 
Land, what good ſhall my Life do me +? Again, 
Jaac called Jacob, and bleſſed him, and charged 
him, and ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt not take a 
Wife of the Daughters of Canaan f. We find 
alſo the Care and Concern of Manoah and his 
Wife b, about their Son Sam/on. 


With Regard to Reformation in this Affair, 
what Grief and Trovble did theſe unlawful and 
unequal Matches caule in the Time of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, thoſe great Reformers of Religion ! 
as well as to thole concerned therein ||! Had it 
not been a ſin, theſe pious Men had not taken ſo 
much Care and Pains to reform it. The Apollle 
puts in a Caveat againſt ſuch unequal yoking L. 
Now ſince the Elders who obtained a good Re- 


port by Faich, have given us luch Precedents, we 


ought 


* Gen. xxiv. 3. ÞF Chap, xxvii. 46. 4 Gen, xxviii, 1, 


&cc. 5 Jud. xiv. 3. | Ezra, ix. and x. Neh. xiii, through - 


out. 21 Cor, vii, 39. 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, &c. 
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ought to imitate tbem, for we are bid to follow 


the footſteps of the Flock. 


5 · Another Reaſon why a true Chriſtian ought 
not to marry an ungodly Perſon, is, 


Secondly, The evil Conſequences and Diſad- 


vantages thence ariſing. Some of which are theſe 
following. 


1. One dreadful Conſequence we have pointed 
out to us, even before the Flood; for it is inti- 
mated to be the procuring Cauſe of the univer— 
ſal Deluge, in which all Mankind were over. 
whelmed, and even deflroyed, Noah and his 
family only excepted. The Church, called 
the Sons of God, mixed itfelf with the ungodly 
World, ſtil'd the Daughters of Men ; therefore 


it was juſt with God to overthrow both in the 
| fame common Calamity. As they were Parta- 


kers in ſin, ſo they ſhould be in the Plagues 
following it v. Moreover, theſe Matches, pro- 
duced Monſters in Body, as well as in Wicked- 
neſs}, as a further Token of God's Diſplea- 
ſure; and it is remarkable, that we read of no 
righteous Perſons in all this wicked Brood and 
gigantic Race. | 


2. It 


® Rev, xviii, 4. + Gen, vi. 2, 4. 
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2. It is generally a Grief and Sorrow to pious 
Parents. It is ſaid of Hau, that he was forty 
Vears old, when he took to Wife Fudith the 

Daughter of Beeri, the Hittite, and Baſhemath, 
the Daughter of Elon the Hittite; which were a 

Grief of Mind unto T/aac, and to Rebekah *. 
Rebekah intimates her Anxiety leſt Jacob ſhould 
follow his Brother's Example, and if that ſhould 
be the Caſe, that her Life muſt be very burden. 
ſome indeed F. Many tender-hearted Parents 

| Have felt the ſame Anxiety, and Grief of Mind. 


3. The Chriſtian will run the Hazard of 
many Dangers in marrying an ungodly Perſon, 
Samſon loſt his Eyes and Liberty, yea, even his 
Life, by the Means of his Wife, who was a 
Friend to the Phzilztines, and more faithful to 
them than to her own Huſband . It ſeems to 


be a Judgment upon him for proceeding contrary 1 
to the Will of Cop, and the Advice of his z 
Parents. It looks as if he had married each 3 
of his Wives, more out. of Fancy, than accord- ; 
ing to folid Judgment. She pleaſeth me well h. J 
That was his Reaſon why he turned aſide. Ahab : 
was led on to his Idolatry, and to ſhed innocent 1 
Blood, by his cruel and impious wife, who was ; 
the Daughter of the idolatrous s Zidoman King ||, 3 
Solomon, ; 

Gen. xxvi. 34, 35» 1 Chap. xxvii. 46, Judg. xvi, ? 


5 &c, & Judg, xiv. 3. || 2 Kings xvi. 31. Chap. xxi. 7, 25+ ; 
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Solomon, the wiſeſt of mere Men, was drawn 
from the Worſhip of the true Gor to Idols, 
though carefully educated by his pious Parents ; 
he was his Father's Son, and only Beloved in 
the Sight of his Mother “. He prayed fervently 
to God at the Dedication of the Temple. God 
appeared to him twice; and he had long and 
happy Experience of the gracious Dealing of the 
true GOD. But notwithſtanding all theſe Ad- 
vantages, it came to paſs, when Solomon was 
old, that his Wives turned away his Heart after 
other Gops ; and his Heart was not perfect with 
the Lok D his God, as was the Heart of David 
his Father. For Solomon went after Aſhtoreth, 
the Goddeſs of the Zidonians, and after Mzlcom, 
the Abomination of the Ammonites F Did not 
Solomon, King of [/rael, ſin by theſe Things? 
Yet among many Nations was there no King 
like him, who was beloved of Gop, and Gop 
made him King over all Iſrael ; nevertheleſs, 
even him, did outlandiſh Women cauſe to ſin . 


4. The Remorſe and Regret that muſt follow 
ſuch a Contract. The good, though miſtaken. 
Man, may thus reflect upon what is paſt ; © My 
„ Yoke-Fellow is not a Help meet for me; 1 
„did not t proceed according to divine Direction, 

« but 


®. Prov. iv. 3. 1 1 Kings xi. 4, . 1 Neh. xiii, 26. 


* 
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hut qheſe for myſelf, and God left me to myſelF: 

Therefore I cannot expect his Bleſſing upon my 

« Wedding, and I now muſt needs be in great 

« Anxiety about my Offspring. The Lord 

« promiſeth to bleſs and multiply his People, 

« and even to bleſs the Fruit of the Womb; 

«yet it is when they keep his Commandments, 

«and do them . JI cannot bleſs and praiſe 

« Gop for my Wife, as ſhe is not the Gift of I 

4 Gop, nor allowed by his Word + As I have 

« not regarded divine Rules, I cannot ſay that I x 

«have married in the Lonx p : nor that I aimed © 
Lat the Glory of Gop in it, as we — to do 

«in all Things &.” 
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3. The numerous Diſadvantages that one may 
expect from an _— Wife. Thele are ſome 
of ys ps 
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1. If ſhe is conſidered in the ſeveral Relations 
ſhe may be ſuppoſed to ſland in after Marriage, 2 
ſuch as Wife, Mother, Miſtreſs, Friend, ang 
Neighbour, ſhe will be deficient, very probably, : 


As a WrrE. Samſon's impious Wife was 
very treacherous, as already obſerved. The 
Heart 
* Deut, vii. 2, 3. 22,23». + Prov, xvii. 34. and xix. 14. 
11 Cor, vii. 39. { Chap. x. 31. | 
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Heart of a godly Perſon, cannot ſafely trufl in 
the Ungodly “: No, if the good Man ſhould 
want Advice in any Caſe, his Wife will be apt 
to give him evil Counſel. A corrupt Tree can. 
not bring forth good Fruit; and who can bring 

or give a clean Thing out of an unclean? not 

one, So that inſtead of ſuch good Counſel, as 
prudent Aligail gave to David t, and he might 
have expected from à good Wife, he may fear 
his Wife's Counſel will not be ſafe, but too 
3 much reſemble that of 7ezebel to her Huſband , 
or that which 7ob had from his imprudent 

Counſellorh. The Evil Counſel of an impious 
Wife, will be more apt to corrupt a pious Huſ- 

band, eſpecially in a Time of Temptation, than 

his good Advice will be to convert her. In 
+ Scripture, I cannot recollect, that ever we find a 

Wife converted through the inſtrumentality of 
mer Huſband ; but more than once we hear of the 

Huſband corrupted by his unconverted Wife, 

Again, a gracious Man cannot expect that a grace- 
leſs Woman, can love him from a right Princi- 
| ple; nor can her Affections be founded upon a 
good Bottom, as thoſe of a gracious Woman are. 
A Perſon in a natural State, can only love from 
natural Motives, and often very ſlender indeed. 
Michal loved David; but, I dare ſay, it was not 


for 
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Prov. xxxi. 11. + 1 Sam. xxv. 23, xc. 41 King 
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for his Grace; but either as he was a comely Per- 


_ ſon, an eloquent Man, a ſucceſsful Warrior, or 
' ſomething of that Nature. We have no Reaſon 
to conclude, that ſhe had an Experience of the 
Grace of God in her own Soul; and as ſhe was 
ignorant of that, Nature muſt be the Subject and 
Object of her Love. Nature is mutable, and fo 
was her. Affection; for when ſhe ſaw him after- 


ward, influenced by Grace, praiſing and glorifying 


Gob with all his Might, ſhe deſpiſed him in her 


Heart *; ſhe ſcoffed and reproached him. A 


godly Woman hath two Knots to faſten her Love 


to her Huſband, more than the ungodly one hath. 


She hath, not only the Band of natural Affection 
to engage and oblige her Love to him; but ſhe is 
likewiſe under the Conſtraints of the Word of 
_ Gop, and the Grace implanted in her Heart by: 


the HoLy SPIRIT. Theſe are three Bands for 
one, and a threefold Cord, is not eaſily broken. 
The prous Woman hath natural Affection as 
well as the other, for Grace teacheth her, not 
to marry any one, except ſhe loves his Perſon, as 


well as his Principles and Practice; but ſhe hath 


alſo ſupernatural or ſpiritual Love to her Huſ- 
band ; flowing from a divine Principle, and fix'd 
upon valuable Objects, even the Graces of the 


; Spirit in her Huſband, and the Fruit of it ap- 
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pearing in his Life; and not only ſo, but the 


. Scripture doth enjoin her to love and obey her 


Huſband ; ſhe takes Notice of God's Inſtitution 
and Command, therefore her Love and Obedi- 
ence, are put of a pure Conſcience, and in the 
Fear of Gor. After this Manner, in the old 
Time, the holy Women alfo, who truſted in 
Gov, adorned themſelves, being in Sub jection 
to their own Huſbands; even as Sarah, who 
obeyed Abraham, calling him, Lord.“ They do 
it as unto the LoR D. 


As a MorkhER. In this Relation, ſhe will 
rather hinder, than aſſiſt her Huſband in the very 


important Duty of educating his Children in a 
religious Manner, bringing them up in the Nur- 


ture and Admonition of the Lon p, as he is com- 
manded to do.: Her ill Example, and pernici- 


ous Inſtructions, will have a ſtrong Tendency to 
influence the Children, ſo that they may ſoon im- 


bibe their Mothers erroneous Principles. No 
doubt but ſhe will think her own Way the beſt ; 
therefore it is to be expected, that ſhe will en- 
deavour, rather than water, to eradicate thoſe 
good Principles, which the conſcientious Father 
hath attempted to plant in their Minds; or at 
leaſt, that the will mingle her Wood, Hay, and 
Stubble, with his Gold, Silver, and precious 

D Stones: 


* Pet. iii, 5, 6. + Eph. v. 22. f Chap. vi. 4. 
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Stones: So there muſt needs be a Mixture and 
Confuſion. It is natural to ſuppoſe, that this 
will cauſe the Children, one while to imitate 
the Father, and at other Times the Mother; like 
their Brethren, who ſpake half in the. Speech of 
Aſhdod, which was their Mother's Tongue, and 
could not ſpeak in the e. Language, which was 
their Father's, but they ſpoke according to the 
Language of each People.“ Or like thoſe who 
could pronounce $:bboleth plain enough, but not 
the Shibboleth. + The Education of Children in 
a proper Manner, is a very important Point, at- 
tended with many Difficulties. Happy the Pa- 
rents who join heartily and prudently in that 
weighty Work. Oh, how unhappy it is where 
both Parents negleft it! and where but one is 
concerned in it, and the other careleſs, it is even 
then miſerable with a Witneſs. If the People of 
God knew experimentally the Importance of this 
Work, while they are ſingle, it is to be hoped 
they would be more thoughtful in chuſing oe 
Conſorts, than many of them ſeem to be. 


As a MisT&Ess. Here again, the good Man 
will be at a great Loſs; he ſhall have a Thorn in 
his Side, nay, to ſpeak plain, in his Heart. Does 
he contrive how to ſet up good Order in his Fa- 
mily ? He way promeſe — no Aſſiſtance 


from 


v Nh, Xii. 23, 24. f Judg. xii. 6. 
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from his Wife, but Reſiſtance; his Rules ſhall 
be deſpiſed and ſlighted. Is he for diſcouraging 
Vice ? She will indulge it, and wink at it ; nay, 
by her Example, ſhe will encourage it, and pro- 
bably by Words too. Is he for chuſing thoſe who 
walk in a perfect Way to ſerve him?“ She 
will be for thoſe of another Character. Corrupt 
Precedents, when ſet up by Superiors, are ſoon 
imitated; ſo it is not to be wondered, if Servants 
will rather follow the Miſtreſs than the Maſter. 
How can he find in his Heart to correct Children 
and Servants, for following the Example of their 
Mother and Miſtreſs, both in Word and Deed? 
Thus he is like to be oppoſed, and can hardly 
hope that his Family will be a little Church, as a 
religious Man's Family ought to be. But a pious 
Wife is a very great Aſſiſtance to manage and go. 
vern both Children and Servants. She will watch 
her Opportunity to promote Religion. She will 
do her Huſband good, and not evil all the Days 
of her Life. She openeth her Mouth with Wil. 
dom, and in her Tongue is the Law of Kindneſs. 
She looketh well to the Ways of her Houſhold. 
Her Children (and Servants) ariſe up and call her 
bleſfed ; her Huſband alſo, and he praiſeth her. f 


As a FRIEND. Her Friendſhip can no longer 
be depended upon than while pleaſed; ſor ſhe is 
N 5 8 not 
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not like one of the Inhabitants of the holy Moun. 
| tain, who honour them that fear the Loxp, Iwear 
to their own Hurt, and change not.“ | 


And as a NEIGHBOUR, Her/Exaniple in the 
Neighbourhood, as well as in the Family, will be 
hurtful. She will be familiar with thoſe of her 
own Diſpoſition, and perhaps be in Company 
with them too often, that ſhe may converſe in her 
own Dialect; for ſhe does not love to converſe 
with her Huſhand, nor underſtand his religious 
Language; neither can ſhe abide his Friends, nor 
approve of their Converſation. She muſt look 
cold upon them, or leave the Houſe. She can- 
Not be diſcreet and keep at Home, be good, obe. 
dient to her own Huſband, that the Word of 
Gop be not blaſphemed.+ A vile Perſon would 
be contemptible in the Eyes of a pious Woman, 
but ſhe would be a Friend and a Nexghbour to 
thoſe that ſear the LoR D. tf 


2. If we conſider the ſeveral Occurrences of 
3 both proſperous and adverſe, temporal and 
ſpiritual ; the godly Huſband muſt ſuſtain and en- 
dure many. cutting Inconveniences, and Diſad- 
vantages. I would make a few Remarks here. 


Tx MPORAL 


® Pſalm xv. 4. + Tit, ii. 3. þ Pla!, cxix, 63, 
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Terex Al PROSTRITIV. If Providence 
| ſmile, and the Affairs and Concerns of this Life 
go on ſucceſsfully, ſhe: will not eye the Good- 
nefs of Gor, nor conſider the Operations of his 
bountiful and benefieent Hand; conſequently ſhe 
will not give him Thanks, nor endeavour to re- 
turn according to Benefits received.“ She will 
be apt to attribute all her Wealth and Proſperity 
to her own Prudence and Induſtry ; therefore will 
| facrifice unto her Net, and burn Incenfe unto her 
Drag, coneluding, that by them her Portion is 
made fat, and her Meat plenteous + Whereas 
ene that feareth the Lord would ſay, It is the 
Lord our God that giveth us Power to get Wealth, 
that he may eſtabliſh his Covenant. It is he 
that bleſſeth our Seed ſown ; and i is his Bleſſing 
that maketh rich; therefore let us honour God 
with our Subſtance, and with the Fruits of * our 
Increaſe. | 


Times of SpIRTTrVAL Joy. When the good 
Man's Soul is refreſhed with divine Conſolation, 
and Tranquility of Mind; when he is indulged 
with the Shinings of God's Face ; when his Heart 
is elevated and tranſported with ſome ſpecial 
Tokens, Pledges, and Evidences of diſtinguiſhing 
Love and Favour ; when he is conſtrained to ſay 

D3 with 


'® g Chron, xxxii, 25. + Hab. i. 16, f Deut. viii, 28. 
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wi h the Prophet, « I will greatly rejoice in the 
« Lord, my Soul ſhall be joyful in my God, for 
* he hath clothed me with the Garments of Sal. 
« vation, he hath covered me with the Robe of 
"MY © Righteouſneſs ;' and in ſhort, when he is moſt 
delighted with the Things of God, the Companion 
of his Boſom mult be an Alien to the whole. 
She hath neither Lot nor Portion in all this; yea, 
though in one Senſe ſhe be Bone of his Bone, 
yet here ſhe 1s a Stranger that intermeddleth not 
with his Joy. When his Heart rejoiceth, and 
his Tongue doth praiſe the Lord, her Heart is 
dead, and her Tongue is dumb, with Regard to 
any Aſſiſtance afforded him. Nay, ſhe will re- 
{ſt and oppoſe, for ſhe concludes that this Frame 
in her Huſband, proceeds only from ſome light, 
vain, and airy Fit that took him; and to be either 
the Effect of Pride, Vain-Glory, and Self-Con. 
ceit ; or of Folly, Phrenzy, and Madneſs. This 
will induce her to ſlight him now more than ever, 
her Scoffs and taunting Behaviour muſt now be 
to him a Thorn in the Fleſh, the Meſſenger of 
Satan to buffet him. When Michal obſerved her 
Huſband tranſported with divine Joy, leaping and 
dancing before the Ark of God, ſhe deſpiſed him 
in her Heart; and when he came into his Houſe 
to bleſs his Houſhold, his Wife made him a cold 
Welcome. She went out to meet him, not to 
help 
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help on his Joy ; no, but to let him know what 
deſpicable Thoughts ſhe entertained of him, when 
ſhe looked out through the Window. She com- 
pares him to a vain ſhameleſs Fellow.* Such 
Treatment at that Time, muſt no doubt damp 
his Spirit, and on a ſudden ruffle his Temper, ſo 


that, inſtead of joining together to cloſe the So- 


lemnity of the Day, in praiſing and glorifying 


_ Goo for all his loving Kindneſs, they fall rather 


to Raillery and Banter. 


Thus it is very diſagreeable for a ſpiritual Per- 


ſon to be joined to one that is void of true Reli. 


gion, even while he is in a proſperous State; but 
where is the Man that hath the Candle of the 


ALMIGHTY always ſhining upon his Head? 
Are not the Saints rather to expect Tribulation, 
Straits and Difhculties in this World? Then 
two are better than one, for if they fall, the one 
will lift up his Fellow; but wo to him that is 
alone when he falleth ;F yet, alas! it is better to 


be alone in a Time of Diſtreſs, than to have one 


always preſent that will be ſure to make the Bur- 
den heavier. I would add a few Oblervations 
upon adverſe Circumſtances. ; 


SEASONS of common AFFLICTIONS and Ab- 
VERSITY. This muſt be expected, as it is the 


F 8 Sam. vi. 20, ai, 22, f Eccl. iv. 9, 10. 
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Lot ok all Mankind. Many of theſe Seaſons preſs 
heavy upon a godly Man, but if he hath an un- 
_ godly Wife, will ſhe now aſſiſt him, and endea- 
eour to comfort his dejefted Heart, and lift up 
his weak Hands? Or will ſhe not rather murmur 
and repine, and every now and then caſt her Squibs 

at Religion, faying, This is your Religion? This 

will be a Sword in the Bones indeed, while ſhe 
faith daily, Where is thy God h It does not ap- 

pear that Hagar lift up her Voice to God in 

Prayer, but rather in a repining and diſtruſtful 
Manner, bewailed her Circumſtances. Gop 

heard the Voice of the Lad, it is not laid, that he 
heard ber Voice. ? 


Time or TEMPTATION. God wilt ſuffer 
his People to be tempted, though he is faithful, 
and will with the Temptation alſo make a Way 
to eſcape. 5 Pious Abigail produced her bleſſed 
Counſel, back'd with her wiſe and weighty Ar- 
guments, to remove David's Temptation, and: 
prevented him from contracting Guilt, and much- 
innocent Blood from being ſhed. When Ma- 
noa looked upon himſelf as a dead Man, how 
prudent and pithy doth his Wife reaſon with 
him J But a graceleſs Wife will be too ready 
to imitate JS. who, when her Huſband co- 

| veted 


„ Pfal. xlii, 10. f Gen. xxi. 16, 17. { » Cor. x. 13. 
|| x Same xxv. 28, Kc. 7 Judy. xiii, 22, 23. 


PNieh the beſt Portion. 45 


veted his Neighbour's Vineyard, adviſed him to 
take away his Life.“ Haman's Wife was ſuch 
another.? It is not improbable that Saphira 
helped on her Huſband in his Temptation, ſhe 
was privy to it, and agreed with him. 9 She did 
not act as Abigail did. Job's Wife plainly ſug- 
geſted that it was in vain for him to retain his 
Integrity, and wait Gop's Way and Time of De- 


liverance, in the Uſe of appointed Means; but 


ſhe would have him take the neareſt Way to get 
out of Trouble, right or wrong.] Oh, what a 


Diſadvantage is it to have an imprudent Wife 


when one 1s tempted ! 


TiME of SPIRITUAL DESERTION. While 


the Children of God are in the Wilderneſs, their 


FATHER doch often, for wiſe Ends, hide his Face 


from them, and then they are in Trouble. 


When the Soul of a truly religious Man is caſt 


down within him, ſo that he is overwhelmed with 
Sorrow, and ready to ſay, I am afraid God will 
be merciful no more:, Oh, what a miſerable 
Comforter an irreligious Wife will be then! She 


will tell him, very probably, that the Whole pro- 


ceeds from a melancholy Temper, too much Read- 


ing, Moping, and hearing Sermons; converſing 


too often with his canting Brethren, &c. II ſhe 
ly: is 


„ Kings xxi. 9, 28. + Efth. v, 14. ( Acts v. 2, 9. || Job 
ii. 9. 1 Plal, xxx. 9. fa, viii. 17, [||| Pf, Ixxvii. 2. 3, 4 7+ 
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is in a good Humour, ſhe may adviſe him to di- 
vert and recreate himſelfamong ſome merry Com- 


pany, who will not mention any Thing about 
Religion; and perhaps ſhe will add, that if he 
will not leave his religious Way, he will ſoon be 
beſides himſelf. Alas! how cutting this muſt be 
to one that is already within a little of crying out, 
I am afflited, and ready to die; while J ſuffer 
thy Terrors, I am diſtrated,* But a really reli- 
gious and experimental Wife, would take ano- 
ther Method upon ſuch a trying Occafion. She 
would remind her Huſband of the rich Promiſes, 
in their Freeneſs and Fulneſs ; and would reaſon 
with him like Manaok's Wife. Like a ſkilful 
Seribe, inſtrufted unto the Kingdom of God, ſhe 
would bring out of her Treaſures, Things new 
and old. She would relate to him her own Ex- 
perience, ſaying, like Eliplaz, I will ſhew thee, 
hear me, and that which I have ſeen, I will de- 
clare,F and, as David, declare what God had 
done for her Soul.: All her grave, ſerious, and 
ſeaſonable Exhortations, ſhall be ſeconded and 
intermixed with ſecret and fervent Prayer, wreſt- 
” ling with God for her ſorrowful Huſband. When 
the HoLY SPIRIT is graciouſly pleaſed to bleſs 
her Advice, and anſwer her Petitions, the Soul 
of her lately dejefted, but now refreſhed Yoke- 
Fellow, will be drawn forth in ſuch grateful Ex- 
| preſſions 


3 Pſal. Ixxxvii. * + Job xv. 17. t Plat Ixvi. 16. 
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* mect for me; many Daughters have done vir. 
« tuouſly ; but thou excelleſt them all.” A Wo. 
man that feareth the Lord ſhould be praiſed.“ 


Give her the Fruit of her Hands, and let her own 
Works 2992 her in the Gates. 


Tins of open PERSECUTION. Many of the 


Saints meet with the fiery Trial of Perſecution, 


and no Man, when he doth marry, may be ſure 
that it will not be his Lot before the conjugal 


| Knot is diſſolved. Will an unregenerate Wife 


at ſuch a Time be agreeable? Will ſhe admini.. 
ſter Comfort, and encourage him to reſign the 
Whole of his and her Concern unto Gop ? Will 
ſhe be like one of the Daughters of Sarah, who 


do well, and are not afraid with any Amaze- 


ment ?F+ Or like the religious Perſon, who is not 
afraid of evil Tidings, becauſe his Heart is 
fixed, truſting in the LoxD ?F Thele excellent 
Qualifications are not to be expected in a Perſon, 
that doth not ſavour the Things that be of Gop, 
but thoſe that be of Men; but it is rather to be 
ſuppoſed that ſhe will take her Huſband, and be- 
gin to rebuke him, ſaying, Be it far from thee 
this ſhall not be unto thee, Her Language at 
ſuch a Time may be, What Harm is it to bow 


the Knee now and then to Baal? To do Obei- . 


ſance 


Prov. xxxi. 29, 30) 31. Þ 1 Pet, iii, 6. 1 Pal, exii. 3. 
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ſance once to the Golden Image ſet up by Nebu- 
chadnez zar the King; ſeeing all the Nobles and 
the Body of the People do it? Are you wiſer 
than all the Empire? Do not the 7eus them- 
ſelves obey the King; excepting a few weak 
' Perſons, who indulge their ſtubborn Humour, 
or at leaſt, unreaſonable Scruples ? If we do no 
greater Sin than that, IJ hope the Lord will 
pardon, and forgive our going ſometimes to bow | 
in the Houſe of Rimmon ; eſpecially, when we 
do not reverence any Thing in our Heart with a 
divine Worſhip, but the true Gop : Therefore 


do not be ſo imprudently and fooliſhly ſcrupu- 


lous and preciſe.” Thus ſhe will perſuade him 
to ſhun Perſecution, but make very light of a 
good Conſcience, If he ſtill retain his Integrity, 
and will not obſerve her Advice, ſhe may, like 
Samſon's Wife, preſs him daily with her Words,“ 
and urge him to think of his Wife and Chil- 
dren, &c. Now if the perplexed Huſband hath 
not quite yielded like Samſon, what Anſwer can 
he return? If he ſays, Turn thou behind me 
Satan, that will exaſperate her. If he ſay, What 
meaneſt thou, thus to reaſon, to weep, and to 
break my Heart? I am ready to ſuffer any Thing 
for the Sake of ChRISsT, &c. Then ſhe will 
| conclude that all is gone; for ſhe can find no 
Comfort in any Thing but ſome worldly Enjoy- 
| ment, 


® Judg. xvi. 16, 
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ment, and therefore it will be in vain to make 
Uſe of ſpiritual or religious Arguments to ſatisfy 


her. Here again the good Man will be worſe by | 
far than if he had been without a Wife, Once 


more. 


Tiuk of Sicxxkss and DEATH. This a 
gracious Man is to look for ; but will a carnal 


Wife be now a Help meet? far from it. Does 
he now want to converſe about the other World, 


an Intereſt in CHRIST, Forgiveneſs of Sin, the 
Joys of Heaven, and ſuch important Points? 


His Wife is ignorant of theſe Things, therefore 


ſhe muſt be dumb, except he can talk to her 
about worldly Concerns, and thoſe probably, 
that are quite impertinent at this Time, Would 
he have his Children carefully cultivated for 
Gop, and trained up in the Way they ſhould 


go? He muſt not expect it from his Wife, but 
rather fear that Religion will die with him in 


his Family, and his poor Children be left to the 
Guidance of a blind Mother; and when the 
'Blind leads the Blind, what muſt follow ? 
Wouid he adminiſter any Conſolation and Cor- 
dial to his Wife, he is vow like to leave bel.ind 
in the World! Oh, how gladly would he do it! 
but what could he fay? would he comfort 

her with the comprehenfive Promiſes of the Co- 

venant of Grace, that are made to all the Pco. 
ple of Gop? Alas! how can he do that, when 
| E he 
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he cannot, in Conſcience, conclude that ſhe is a 
Child of Gop, but rather fear, that not one of 
thoſe rich promiſes doth belong to her? Would 
he exhort her not to mourn as one without Hope? 
"This will not do, for it does not appear that ever 
wa underſtood what a good Hope through Grace 
Shall he addreſs her thus? My dear Wife, 
« . have been the Pariner of my Sorrow and 
Joy in the Wilderneſs; very pleaſant have you 
been to me, your Love to me was wonderful, 
* like Jonathan s Love to David.“ You have 
been my faithful Yoke-Fellow. In every Tron- 
ble you bore your Part with me. Now do not 
« be diſcouraged, God will be with you, the re. 
* maining Part of your Time in the Wilderneſs. 
We muſt part, but it will be for a ſhort Time ; 
« you will ſoon follow me to the Regions of Light, 
« Glory, and Bliſs, a delightful Immortality, of 
* which we often converſed together with Satis- 
* faction, &c.” Oh! no, no: This his Con- 
ſcience will not allow him to do in the important 
Hour; for he can reflect with Sorrow how it has 
been in Time pall ; and for any Thing that he can 
ſee, he is now about to take his everlaſting Fare. 
wel. Did ſhe bear and nouriſh up Children for 
him? Did ſhe eat and drink with him daily? Yea, 
like Uriak's Wife, eat of his own Meat, and 
drank of hi own Cup, and lay i in his Boſom ? 
What! 
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What! and now part for ever! One to Light, 


and the other to Darkneſs! How pungent the 


Thought! Who can explore it to the Bottom ? 

| Theſe are a few cf the many evil Conſequen- 
ces, and numerous Diſadvantages, which a pious 
_ Perſon, whether Man or Woman, is to expect 
from the unadviſed Choice of an impious Yoke- 
Fellow. I ſhall now conſider. an Objektion chat 
may be made. 


1. A godly Man may marry one whom 


he knew to be a ſtrit Profeſſor of Religion, and 


he hoped ſhe was really a gracious and virtuous 
Perſon; yet it is not impoſſible for him to meet 


with theſe Diſadvantages. 


A/. Then ſhe proved to be a great Hypocrite, 


and conſequently worſe than the common Sort of 
Sinners; but notwithſtanding that, if his Con. 
ſcience bears him Witnefs, that he expected the 
Bleſſing of Gop upon his upright and regular 
Proceeding at firſt, he cannot meet with fo 
many of the evil Conſequences, nor the Diſad. 
vantages ; though he was diſappointed, yet he 
hath more Peace in his own Mind. But if his 
Conſcience ſuggeſted to him before-hand, that ſhe 
was but a mere Profeſſor, and not religious in- 
deed, then he acted very wrong. His End, Aim, 
and Deſign, could not be right, therefore theſe 
Judgments came upon him juſtly and deſervedly; 


for he made of her Profeſſion, but a Cloak to co- 
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ver ſome By- end and low Deſign. If a Chriflian 
doth marry a Perſon whoſe Grace he greatly ſuſ- 
pets, it is but a very ſhallow Excuſe for him to 


ſay, She profeſſed Religion; for therein he acts 
different to what any wiſe Man would do in tem- 
poral Affairs. Who would: marry a'Witke for the 
Sake of her Fortune, and at the ſame Time doubt, 


whether ſhe be worth a Groat in the World ? 
the Application is eaſy. 


Que/. Should a pious Man mind any Thing 


but Grace. in the Choice of a Wiſe? 


Anſ. Yes; he ſhould mind ſeveral Things be- 
. ſuch as theſe, | 


1. He ſhould, as far as he is capable, conſider 
what might be her chief Motive and Inducement 
to accept of his Addreſſes ; whether it be his Eſ- 


tate, Perſon, Parts, Eloquence, good Temper 


or the like; or doth ſhe admire his Grace chiefly; 
If ſo, her Motive is juſt ; for in entering into the 


State of Wedlock, I apprehend that the Woman 
ſhould weigh the Matter, as well as the Man, 


and follow the ſame Rules; ſhe ought to he 


as free and as cautious in her Choice as he ſhould 
be. If ſhe does not proceed in the Fear of Gop, 
| ſhe may meet wich all the evil Conſequences and 
Diſadvantages mentioned already, and many more. 
1 only conſider the Man as addrefling, and the 
Woman as accepting or not accepting; and ſhe 
Would with much Concern lay the Caſe before 
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Gor, praying that ſhe may be direfted ee 
whether it be her Duty to accept or reject. 


\ 2. Natural Temper ſhould be conſidered. It is 


not enough that the Man and the Woman be 
truly gracious; there ought to be a Suitableneſs of 


Temper and Difpoſition. A Diſpoſition and Hu- 
mour may be very agreeable to one Man, but as 
difagreeable and unſuitable to another. 


3. Some Proportion in Age, Perſon, Educa- 


tion, and Quality, ought to be minded. A great 


Difference in Age is not very ſuitable, or agree- 
able. If he cannot love her Perſon, he ſhould 


not make Choice of her as a Wife. I may have 


a great Regard for a Perſon, as a valuable Chriſ- 


tian, yet I might not love her Perſon as a Wife. 


As to Education and Quality, it is neither eligible 


nor convenient to have the Difference very wide 


either Way. If ſhe is far ſuperior to him, they 
are like to be a continual Burden to each other: 


for he knows not how to behave himſelf accord. 


ing to her Degree and Rank, nor ſhe according 


to his. If ſhe is far inferior to him, ſhe is not 


capable of managing his Affairs in the World, 
and then ſhe is like to be more a Hindrance than 


a Help to him. Neither can they ſo much as con- 


verſe together, to mutual Satisfaction, when there 
is a great Diſproportion iu their Education. 

4. I would not be underſtood as undervaluing 
the Things of this Life, as not at all to be 


minded 
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minded by a Chriſtian; but my Deſign is, that 
Grace ſhould by no Means be negletted, what- 
ever elſe may be deficient. He may Jawfully 
eye the Things of Time, either in his own 'Pof. 
ſeſſion, or that of the Perſon he eyes, as the 
| Objett of his Choice, as ſubordinate Means of 
their Well-Being bere.' Nay, Perſons ought to 
conſider, whether they be like to live comfortably 
with what of the World they are like to have. 
Fhey ſhould beware of Snares. 


-- Queſt. What if two be Abtes white in an 
ee State, and afterward” one is called 


by the Grace of Gop; while the other continues 


as before; is the Marriage Band in ſuch a Caſe 
diſſolved ? If. not, the godly Perſon muſt labour 
under the fore-mentioned . What 
Courſe is he to take? 

A. To the firſt, the Asher Bond is not 
' diſſolved, they are in that Reſpect, as nearly re- 
lated as before; for the unbelieving Huſband is 
_ fanflified by, or to the Wife; and the unbelieving 
Wife is ſanQiified by, or to the Huſband. 1 Cor. 
vii. 10, 11, 13, 13, 14. To the other Quef. 
lion, I ſhall anſwer, by giving the Converted 
Perſon the following Directions 
1. Let him earneſtly pray for the Converſion 
of his Yoke-Fellow. 2. Let the converted Per- 
| Jon convince the other by conſtant Practice, that 
1 doth not forbid or hinder, but command 


B : | and 


Piety the beſt Portion. * 
and encourage the mutual Duties of Man and 
Wife. Religion ſhould always make the Man a 
better Huſband, and the Woman a better Wife. 
3. Let the pious Perſon, whether it be the Man 
or the Woman, by plain Example, ſhew the other 
that Religion is not a bare Name, but that the 
more religious any one 1s, the better he is qua. 
lified to manage any temporal Affairs or Occur- 
rences in Life. He will proceed more regular 
and prudent, 4. Let that Perſon by a ſavoury 
and prudent Converſation, and particularly at 
proper Seaſons, well timed, endeavour to perſuade 

the other to ſee the Beauty of Religion, and the 
 Deformity of Vice, together with the miſerable 
Conſequences of this, but the glorious Conclu- 
ſion of that. What knoweſt thou, O Wife, whe- 
ther thou ſhalt ſave thy Huſband? Or how 
knoweſt thou, O Man, whether thou ſhalt fave 
thy Wife? 1 Cor. vii. 16. 

5. Finally, if all will be ie el let the 
pious Perſon, exerciſe himſelf to keep a Con- 
ſcience void of Offence towards GoD, and to- 
ward Men, bearing the Croſs with Patience, 
praying for much Wiſdom, and in Meekneſs ſtill 
inſtructing the other, if, peradventure, Gop will 
one Time or other, give Repentance to the ac- 
knowledging of the Truth. 

Now I ſhall cloſe the Whole with a Word of 
Exhortation to the Huſbands that have religious 
and 


and agteeable Wives, and to the Wiyes that have 
pious and loving Huſbands. Prize and value 
your Privileges. Be very thankful for them. 
Remember they are the Gift of Gor, and what 
a precious Gift they be. Look over their Infir- 
mities, and cover them with Love; there is no 
ſinleſs Perfection here. Think of your own Im- 
perfection, with Care and Impartiality. En- 
deavour to render the Life of your pious Yoke- 
Fellows, as comfortable as | yau poſſibly can. 
-Pray often for them in cult. Read care- 
fully the Scripture, that you may know your 
0nn Duty. Beware, leſt you ſhould be too ſe- 
vere in obſerving their Duty, but forgetting 
.your own too much. Look upon it as a very 
_ diſtinguiſhing Mercy, that you are Heirs together 
of the Grace of Life, and Tet it be your Study 
how to live as ſuch, 1 Pet in. . 


